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Introduction to Holy Week
For something to be holy means it is set aside, set apart, separated from ordinary use and 
treated with special attention and care.  Throughout much of Christian history the week 
leading up to Easter Sunday has been regarded as ‘holy’.  It is a time set apart for 
remembering, reflecting, and celebrating the week that forever changed the world. 

The point of observing Holy Week, writes N.T. Wright, “is to let the story wash over you 
again and again like a huge tidal wave, knocking you off your feet, rinsing you out, breaking 
you down, leaving you with nothing but awe and sorrow and gratitude and love.  He did it 
for us.  He did it for me.” 

Holy Week begins with the celebration of Palm Sunday.  We recall Jesus’ triumphal ride into 
Jerusalem on the back of a donkey as he fulfills the words of the prophet Zechariah (9:9-10).  
The King enters the royal city as the crowd lays palm branches at his feet and yells shouts of 
Hosanna (literally Save Us! Please!).  

The crowd that greeted Jesus was right to celebrate (There really is a king and there really is a 
kingdom) but wrong in their expectations.  Jesus’ Kingdom comes not with the power of 
popularity and a sword but with the power of suffering love.  

It is to an imitation of this love that Jesus called his disciples on Maundy Thursday.   The 
Latin word mandatum  means ‘command,’  and it refers to the command Jesus gave to his 
disciples in his final meal with them.  Having washed their feet in the upper room he told 
them “A new command I give you: love one another.” (John 13:34).  
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After his final meal with disciples Jesus is betrayed, arrested, unjustly tried, and crucified.  
On Good Friday the crowd turned from the shouts of “Hosanna” to angry demands of, 
“Crucify Him, Crucify Him.”  How is the unjust murder of the Son of God at the hands of his 
creatures ‘good?’  It is ‘good’ because of what Jesus’ life and death accomplished for a sin sick 
world and his people bound in our ‘trespasses and sins.’

In that first holy week this good was buried with Jesus in the darkness of a tomb on Holy 
Saturday. For the first disciples, hope seemed lost and despair filled the day.  For those who 
live on this side of Easter the Holy Saturday is filled with anticipation.  In the early centuries 
of the church, an Easter vigil was held late on Saturday night.  A simple time of prayer and 
fasting was broken with a joyful feast and the proclamation of good news, “Christ is Risen!”

Easter Sunday was the day of all days where the Son of God and Son of Man conquers death 
itself.  Early Jewish Christians moved worship from the Sabbath (Saturday) to the day of 
resurrection (Sunday) because Easter reorders everything.  The resurrection is THE central 
moment of history and the central event of the Christian Gospel.  Easter is the most 
celebrative day of the church year.  We gather at 9:30 am on Easter Sunday for a worship 
celebration followed by brunch.  This year after our service we will recess outside and release 
balloons in celebration.  

 
How to Use This Devotional Guide

This devotional is intended to guide you through Holy week using readings from the  
Gospels that trace Jesus’ journey from Palm Sunday to Easter.  Each reading is accompanied 
with a brief meditation, a hymn (with audio links), and a prayer.   Wednesday of Holy Week 1

falls on our regular monthly rhythm of a day of prayer and fasting.  Accordingly resources 
for shaping our prayers are provided for that day.  Thursday is a longer section of reading 
designed to be used by Life Groups during a simple meal.  Some groups may desire to use 
these on Wednesday night instead and break bread together after a day of fasting.  Other 
groups may not be able to meet and the materials can easily be adapted for a meal with 
friends, roommates, family, or used individually.  (If you’re not in a Life Group but would 
like to join one for a meal e-mail office@welcometoredeemer.com). 

 Much of the material is adapted from other sources including “Holy Week Worship Guide” by Redeemer 1

Church of Knoxville, TN and “Jesus’ Final Week” Lifeguide Bible study edited by Cindy Brunch
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Holy 

Week Schedule at Redeemer Church
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Palm Sunday 10:30 am Sunday March 20, 2016 Sunday worship service where our 
children will process with shouts of 
Hosanna waving palm Branches

Maundy Thursday Wednesday or Thursday night.  
Life Group Meals (for those who 
are able)

Meet for a simple meal and time of 
reflection and worship together as 
Life Groups.

Good Friday 6:30 pm Friday March 25, 2016 A Good Friday service that 
proceeds, increasingly, into 
darkness, symbolizing the 
darkness which covered the earth 
at Jesus’ death.  We leave the 
sanctuary in silent reflection.

Easter Sunday 9:30 am Pancake Breakfast
10:30 am Sunday March 27th, 2016 

Easter Sunday worship at the close 
of which we recess singing to the 
front lawn and release balloons in 
celebration. We twill feast together 
before the service over breakfast at 
the Church.



Holy Week Overview:  
A Timeline2

Palm Sunday
Jesus, at the Mount of Olives, sends two disciples to secure a donkey and a colt; makes his 
“triumphal entry” into Jerusalem; weeps over Jerusalem

Monday
On Monday morning Jesus and the Twelve leave Bethany to return to Jerusalem, and along 
the way Jesus curses the fig tree.  Jesus then enters Jerusalem and clears the temple.  He 
returns to Bethany for the night.

Tuesday
Jesus’ disciples see the withered fig tree on their return to Jerusalem from Bethany. Jesus 
engages in conflict with the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem.

Wednesday
Jesus continues his daily teaching in the Temple.  Jesus is anointed.  With Passover and the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread approaching, the chief priests, elders, and scribes plot to kill Jesus. 
Satan enters Judas, who seeks out the Jewish authorities in order to betray Jesus.

Thursday
Jesus instructs Peter and John to secure a large upper room in a house in Jerusalem and to 
prepare for the Passover meal. In the evening Jesus eats the Passover meal with the Twelve, 
tells them of the coming betrayal, and institutes the Lord’s Supper. After supper Jesus washes 
the disciples’ feet, interacts with them, and delivers the Upper Room Discourse. Jesus and the 
disciples sing a hymn together (probably from Psalms 113–118), then depart to the Mount of 
Olives. Jesus foretells Peter’s denials. Jesus and the disciples go to Gethsemane, where he 
struggles in prayer and they struggle to stay awake late into the night.

Friday
Jesus is betrayed by Judas and arrested by the authorities (perhaps after midnight, early 
Friday morning). Jewish trial, phase 1: Jesus has a hearing before Annas (former high priest 
and Caiaphas’s father-in-law). Jewish trial, phase 2: Jesus stands trial before Caiaphas and 
part of the Sanhedrin. Peter denies Jesus. Perhaps after sunrise, phase 3 of Jesus’ Jewish trial: 
final consultation before the full Sanhedrin; sent to Pilate. Judas hangs himself.  Phase 1 of 

 Adapted from http://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justintaylor/category/holy-week/2
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Jesus’ Roman trial: first appearance before Pontius Pilate; sent to Herod Antipas. Phase 2 of 
Jesus’ Roman trial: appears before Herod Antipas; sent back to Pontius Pilate. Phase 3 of 
Jesus’ Roman trial: Jesus’ second appearance before Pilate; condemned to die. Jesus is 
crucified (from approximately 9 AM until Noon).  Jesus is buried in the tomb.

Saturday
The Sabbath.  Jesus’ body lay in the tomb.

Sunday
Some women arrive at Jesus’ tomb near dawn, probably with Mary Magdalene arriving first.  
Mary and the other women, instead of finding Jesus’ body, are met by two young men who 
are angels; one of them announces Jesus’ resurrection.  The women, fearful and joyful, leave 
the garden—at first unwilling to say anything to anyone about this but then changing their 
mind and going to tell the Eleven.  Mary Magdalene likely rushes ahead and tells Peter and 
John before the other women arrive.  The other women, still en route to tell the disciples, are 
met by Jesus, who confirms their decision to tell the Eleven and promises to meet them in 
Galilee.  The women arrive and tell the disciples that Jesus is risen.  Peter and John rush to 
the tomb (based on Mary Magdalene’s report) and discover it empty. That afternoon Jesus 
appears to Cleopas and a friend on the road to Emmaus; later Jesus appears to Peter.  That 
evening Jesus appears to the Ten (minus Thomas) in a house (with locked doors) in 
Jerusalem.
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Palm Sunday 
Triumphal Entry

Reflection by Michael Gordon

As Jesus drew near, Jerusalem was vibrating with expectation and excitement, like Lincoln 
waiting for the first kickoff of fall.  Everyone envisioned the possibilities, the promises that 
could soon be kept, the return of a conquered people to victory.  

“Hosanna,” they shouted.  
Which means,  “Save Us, please!”  
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Matthew 21:1-11, 17
1 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of 
Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village in front of 
you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and 
bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs 
them,’ and he will send them at once.” 4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by 
the prophet, saying, 

5 “Say to the daughter of Zion,  
‘Behold, your king is coming to you,  
humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’ ” 

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7 They brought the donkey 
and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 8 Most of the crowd 
spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them 
on the road. 9 And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were 
shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 10 And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was 
stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” 11 And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, 
from Nazareth of Galilee.” 

Matthew 21:17 And leaving them, he went out of the city to Bethany and lodged there.



“You are the Son of David! The promised messiah come to set your people 
free!”  (2 Samuel 7:12-13)

Jesus’ choice of transportation was a calculated one.  Zechariah, the prophet of old, had said 
“Your king is coming to you: righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a 
donkey…” (Zechariah 9:9) 

The crowd got his point.  They spread their cloaks on the ground before him, an ancient act of 
submission (2 Kings 9:13).  They paved his way with the ancient Jewish equivalent of an 
eagle holding 13 arrows and an olive branch (look at an old quarter).  The Palm branches  
whose images decorated their coins and synagogues now lay at the feet of their King. 
“Hosanna, Hosanna to the Son of David,” shouted the swelling crowd.

But their excitement wouldn’t last.  They were right that Jesus was the promised King but 
they were blind to the battle he had come to wage.  How angry?  How disappointed? How 
confused about the plan of God in their lives and times the people must have felt when, in  
less than a week’s time, the one they thought would conquer Rome stood beaten and 
bloodied in the custody of the Roman governor Pilate.   In their anger the city would pulse 
with another cry, “Crucify Him, Crucify Him!”   

Little did the crowd know their second cry was the necessary answer to their first.  The cross 
was the only way for Jesus, the true King, to lastingly rescue His people and conquer His 
enemies and theirs.  Sin and death, which rule more oppressively than Rome, must be 
defeated.  Their defeat could only come in His death as substitute for sinners.  What the 
crowd didn’t know, Jesus knew perfectly.  

In all of their, and our, ambivalent indifference towards Jesus he remained steadfast and 
faithful towards us.  He set his face “like a flint” (Isaiah 50:7) towards the cross.  He walked 
willingly and aware into holy week for us.

A Prayer

Hosanna, Hosanna to the Son of David.  Father we know that you are for us because you sent 
Jesus after us.  He took upon himself our nature, he entered our suffering, he was crucified 
for our sins.  Mercifully, grant us the honor of walking in the way of His suffering, and 
sharing in His resurrection. This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Hymn
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For audio of this hymn, visit:
http://nathanpartain.bandcamp.com/track/the-lord-is-king

The Lord Is King

1 The Lord is King! Lift up your voice,
O earth, and all ye heav’ns, rejoice!
From world to world the joy shall ring,
“The Lord omnipotent is King!”

Refrain:
Sing His praise, sing His praise
Lord of lords, Ancient of Days
Sing His praise, sing His praise
All your days, all your days.

2 The Lord is King! Who then shall dare
Resist his will, distrust his care?
Or murmur at his wise decrees,
Or doubt his royal promises?

3 The Lord is King! Bow down you must,
The Judge of all the earth is just;
Holy and true are all his ways;
Let ev’ry creature sing his praise.

4. One Lord, one kingdom, all secures;
He reigns, and life and death are yours:
Through Heav’n and earth one song shall ring,
“The Lord omnipotent is King!”
—
Words: Josiah Conder, 1824; alt. by Nathan Partain, 2003
refrain: Nathan Partain, 2003
Music: Nathan Partain, 2003
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Monday 
Jesus Curses the Fig Tree and Clears the Temple

Reflection by Michael Gordon

“What was Jesus like?”  If you asked the person behind you at the grocery store or on the 
treadmill next to you at the gym this question, what sort of answers would you hear? 

“He was a good teacher.”
“He loved people well.”
“He was kind and accepting.”
“He was a good moral example.”

I suspect most of us would be surprised to hear some answer this way, “Jesus was angry.” 
Yet, in Mark 11 we find Jesus, in all of his love, kindness, and graciousness, living out a 
righteous anger.  

FROM PALM SUNDAY TO EASTER - HOLY WEEK 2016 �10

Mark 11:12-19
12 On the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was hungry. 13 And seeing 
in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see if he could find anything on it. When he 
came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. 14 And he 
said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard it. 

15 And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out 
those who sold and those who bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the 
money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. 16 And he would not allow 
anyone to carry anything through the temple. 17 And he was teaching them and 
saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the 
nations’? But you have made it a den of robbers.” 18 And the chief priests and the 
scribes heard it and were seeking a way to destroy him, for they feared him, because all 
the crowd was astonished at his teaching. 19 And when evening came they went out of 
the city. 



He curses a barren fig tree not because he has a bad attitude and is grumpy with hunger 
pains.  Rather, it’s an object lesson for His disciples and Israel.  Fig trees begin to bear fruit 
just a bit after their leaves appear.  This tree, which had the appearance of fruitfulness and 
sufficient time for growth, was barren.  Israel, God’s chosen people, called to fruitful lives of 
faith, had been referenced throughout the Old Testament as a fig tree before God (Jer. 8:12; 
Hosea 9:10,16; Joel 1:7).  Here Jesus acts out a visible parable of judgment on the hollow, 
empty, fruitless religiosity of His day.

Jesus heads into the temple, the place God’s presence uniquely dwelt, the place people came 
to offer sacrifice for their sins, the place people gathered to pray.  In an outer area of the 
temple known as the “court of the gentiles” tables were set up to enable pilgrims to exchange 
their money to pay the annual temple tax and buy animals for sacrifice.  The greed of money 
changers, the chief priest and the scribes had overturned the purpose of temple.  People were 
hindered from coming to pray by their pursuit of a profit-making market.   

What did Jesus’ face look like when he flipped over that first table?  Eyes focused in anger. 
Movements swift and resolute.  His was a determined anger, settled in its opposition to 
anything that would keep God’s people from God’s presence.  Jesus, temporarily, overturned 
what the temple had become in order to restore it as a “house of prayer for all the 
nations” (Isaiah 56:7).  What he did temporarily on Monday He would do permanently on 
Good Friday and Easter.  The one who acted like he owned the temple actually did.  He was 
God come in the flesh, to live as the final high priest of his people, to die as the final sacrifice 
for their sins, and to grant access always and forever to the Father through his name.  He 
came to overturn the table of human sin, to turn His people into a new temple, and through 
them to bear much fruit.  He is coming again, with righteous anger, to overturn injustice 
wherever it is found.  

Where does our anger reflect His?  Where does our anger invite His?  Have we set up a 
bottom line of profit, pleasure, or people pleasing that keeps our friends, our families, our 
selves from worship?  Where do our lives keep God’s people from God’s presence?

A Prayer

Father, you are a God of mercy and justice.  You are righteous in your anger at injustice.  You 
are unflinching in zeal for your people.  Overthrow the systems, the authorities, the sins that 
abuse and oppress your people.  Set up your rule of grace and peace in our lives and your 
world.  Amen.
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A Hymn

For audio of this hymn, visit:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1MyeUpq3hc&feature=youtube_gdata

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
Chorus: Hail to the Lord’s anointed, great David’s greater Son! 
Hail in the time appointed, His reign on earth begun!

1. He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free, 
To take away transgression, and rule in equity. (Chorus)

2. He comes in succor speedy to those who suffer wrong, 
To help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong.

3. To give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light, 
Whose souls, condemned and dying, are precious in His sight. (Chorus)

4. He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth, 
Love, joy, and hope, like flowers, spring in His path to birth. (Chorus)

5. The tide of time shall never His covenant remove. 
His Name shall stand forever, That Name to us is Love. (Chorus)

©2012 Drink Your Tea Music (ASCAP) Admin. by Simpleville, INC
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Tuesday 
The parable of the Tenants

Reflection by Michael Gordon

A parable is a short story told to make a point, and Jesus loved to tell them.  On Tuesday of 
the long week before the cross Jesus told of a man who planted a vineyard.  Those words 
alone gripped Jesus’ first listeners.  A vineyard?  Throughout the Old Testament this was 
Israel’s identity, the vineyard of God (Isaiah 5).  God the owner.  Israel, the tenant, called to 
bear beautiful fruit.  Instead, only wild grapes are born. 
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Mark 11:20-13:37 (Focus on 12:1-12)
1 And he began to speak to them in parables. “A man planted a vineyard and put a 
fence around it and dug a pit for the winepress and built a tower, and leased it to 
tenants and went into another country. 2 When the season came, he sent a servant to 
the tenants to get from them some of the fruit of the vineyard. 3 And they took him and 
beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 4 Again he sent to them another servant, 
and they struck him on the head and treated him shamefully. 5 And he sent another, 
and him they killed. And so with many others: some they beat, and some they killed. 6 
He had still one other, a beloved son. Finally he sent him to them, saying, ‘They will 
respect my son.’ 7 But those tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us 
kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ 8 And they took him and killed him and 
threw him out of the vineyard. 9 What will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come 
and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to others. 10 Have you not read this 
Scripture:

“‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;

11 this was the Lord's doing,
and it is marvelous in our eyes’?”

12 And they were seeking to arrest him but feared the people, for they perceived that he 
had told the parable against them. So they left him and went away.



The owner sends servants, the prophets, to check on his property but the people refuse to 
listen.  His son is sent.  “Surely they will listen to my son!” The tenant, wanted to be owners 
not stewards, put the son to death.

If God is the owner, Israel the tenant, and the prophets the servants, then who is the Son?  We 
rightly but quickly answer, Jesus.  It’s not shocking.  It’s not surprising. It’s not offensive.  But 
it was all these things the first time Jesus told the story and those with power wanted to 
arrest him because “they perceived that he told the parable against them.”  

If Jesus actually is God’s son come in the flesh, then it means we are not left with mere 
conjecture and hypothesis about the nature of God.  It means we can know God in knowing 
Jesus.  It means God has interrupted all our human conversation ‘about’ Him in way that 
demands our response. 

The Son of the vineyard owner has come, what will you do with him?  In three days time our 
answer becomes clear.  Our hearts, as Martin Luther says, are curved in on themselves.  We 
want to be owners, not stewards, of our own little vineyards.  We want God to leave us alone 
and let us be.  We want independence not dependence.  We want to sit on the throne, not bow 
before the throne.  These are the desires not just of human sin, but of MY sinful heart.  

My selfish, sinful thoughts, words, and deeds put to death the Son of God.  Each of them 
drawing blood, Luther suggests, like an individual thorn of the crown pressed into Christ’s 
brow.  

Jesus doesn’t just tell this parable, he lives it.  He knows what is ahead of him and, for the 
love of selfish tenants, journeys on.  The stone the builders reject becomes the corner stone.

A Prayer

I thank you that you have answered me
and have become my salvation.

The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.

This is the LORD's doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes.

This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

 Save us, we pray, O LORD!
Psalm 118:21-25a
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A Hymn

For audio of this hymn, visit:
http://cardiphonia.bandcamp.com/track/man-of-sorrows-hallelujah-what-a-savior

1. Man of Sorrows! What a name
For the Son of God, Who came
Ruined sinners to reclaim.
Hallelujah! What a Savior!
Hallelujah! What a Savior!

2. Bearing shame and scoffing rude,
In my place condemned He stood;
Sealed my pardon with His blood.
Hallelujah! What a Savior!
Hallelujah! What a Savior!

3. Guilty, vile, and helpless we;
Spotless Lamb of God was He;
Full atonement! Can it be?
Hallelujah! What a Savior!
Hallelujah! What a Savior!

4. Lifted up was He to die;
“It is finished!” was His cry;
Now in heaven exalted high.
Hallelujah! What a Savior!
Hallelujah! What a Savior!

©2002 Phelps Anderson Music / 
Jim Hitch Music.
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Wednesday 
Jesus Anointed and Betrayed

Reflection by Matt Grimsley3

Two days before Jesus will break bread and pour a cup and say, “Do this in remembrance of 
me”, he says there is something else that will be remembered wherever the gospel is 
preached. It is this act by this woman of Bethany of pouring out a very costly jar of perfume, 
worth up to a year’s salary, upon Jesus’ head. And, indeed, here it is in our Bibles preserving 
the memory of this amazing moment. Mark protects the woman’s identity, but John tells us 
that it is Mary (John 12:3), one of the sisters of Lazarus whom Jesus had raised from the dead 
(John 11:1-44). Was this her way of saying Thank You for receiving her brother back alive?

 Associate Pastor Redeemer Presbyterian Knoxville, TN3
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Mark 14:1-11
1 It was now two days before the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. And the 
chief priests and the scribes were seeking how to arrest him by stealth and kill him, 2 
for they said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar from the people.”
3 And while he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he was reclining at 
table, a woman came with an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly, and 
she broke the flask and poured it over his head. 4 There were some who said to 
themselves indignantly, “Why was the ointment wasted like that? 5 For this ointment 
could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to the poor.” And 
they scolded her. 6 But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has 
done a beautiful thing to me. 7 For you always have the poor with you, and whenever 
you want, you can do good for them. But you will not always have me. 8 She has done 
what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for burial. 9 And truly, I say to 
you, wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be 
told in memory of her.”

10 Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to 
betray him to them. 11 And when they heard it, they were glad and promised to give 
him money. And he sought an opportunity to betray him.



You get the sense that everyone at this dinner has been touched in some way by the grace of 
Jesus. The host himself is nicknamed “the Leper”, but we assume that he is no longer a leper, 
banished with the other unclean outcasts to dwell outside the city. Presumably Jesus has 
healed him and restored him to a place of dignity within the community. Was inviting Jesus 
to this party his way of saying Thank You?

There is another at this party whose remembrance is etched in history. It is Judas Iscariot, the 
Lord’s betrayer. And the author Mark is intentionally drawing a comparison between Mary 
and Judas. While Mary extravagantly “wastes” a year’s worth of value in an act of adoration, 
Judas leads the room in scolding Mary with “righteous” indignation and a lesson about how 
we should take care of the poor. John Stott writes, “Mary’s uncalculating generosity is 
deliberately set in relief against Judas’s coldly calculated bargain. Incensed by Mary’s waste 
of a year’s wages, Judas sold Jesus for barely a third of that amount.” But, this is no waste. 
Jesus tells Mary and tells us all that when we give sacrificially, according to our resources, (v. 
8 “She has done what she could”) daring to place him above even other good things like 
caring for the poor (v. 7), such wholehearted devotion is beautiful to him (v. 6). It will be 
remembered, and it even helps to accomplish his eternal purposes, for Mary unknowingly 
preemptively anoints his body for burial. Of course, it is also no waste when three days later 
another very costly sacrifice is made as the Son of God is offered as the sinless Lamb for the 
sins of the world.

It is characteristic of Mark to leave characters unnamed so that you can imagine yourself in 
their role. So, the question for us is, how would you like to be remembered? For keeping or 
preserving your life, or for wasting it in love and service to Jesus?

A Prayer

Loving Lord, give us such love for you that our generosity will overflow whenever you need 
it. Amen.

A Hymn

For audio of this hymn, visit:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQ93HVuYd5Y

1. Take my life and let it be 
consecrated, Lord, to thee.
Take my hands and let them move 
at the impulse of thy love, 
At the impulse of thy love.

FROM PALM SUNDAY TO EASTER - HOLY WEEK 2016 �17

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQ93HVuYd5Y


2. Take my feet and let them be 
swift and beautiful for thee. 
Take my voice and let me sing 
always, only, for my King, 
Always, only, for my King,

3. Take my lips and let them be 
filled with messages from thee. 
Take my silver and my gold, 
not a mite would I withhold,
Not a mite would I withhold.

4. Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
at thy feet its treasure store. 
Take myself and I will be
ever, only, all for thee,
Ever, only, all for thee.

5. Take my life and let it be 
consecrated, Lord, to thee. 
Take myself and I will be 
ever, only, all for thee,
Ever, only, all for thee

A Guide for Prayer and Fasting

 The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit promise the good gifts of the Kingdom to all who ask, seek, 
and knock. As a church, we want to start a more regular, focused, rhythm of asking, seeking, 
and knocking. Towards this end the Elders of Redeemer are going to be participating 
monthly in a day of prayer and fasting where we focus our prayers on specific needs, desires, 
and dreams.  The first Wednesday of each month from sunrise to sunset we want to fast and 
spend time each hour in prayer (Just set an alarm on your phone and take 5 minutes to slow 
down and pray).  We'd love to have you join with us in fasting in praying.  Lots of folks will 
only be able to participate for part of the day, or able to pray but not fast. That's all ok. It's not 
a shameful thing if you can't participate.  It won't make God love you less if you don't do it. 
It can't make him love you more if you do it because of how much he already loves us in 
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Christ.  It might, however, make a real difference to take God at his word and ask, seek, and 
knock. 

As our scheduled day for prayer and fasting falls during Holy week, we want to use the day 
like Mary.  We want to pour out our hearts in focused affection for Jesus.  It is right and good 
to lay our needs and requests before God.  It is right and better to lay God before our hearts.  
We want to spend a day doing this, pausing to pray prayers of gratitude, thanksgiving, 
adoration and affection.  We want to ask our God to show us His glory. We want to tell our 
God of His glory which prompts our delight. Below are passages you can read to shape your 
reflections and prayers throughout the day. Set an alarm and stop each hour.  Pray Moses’ 
prayer, “Please, show me your glory” (Exodus 33:18), before each reading.  Read one of the 
passages below and spend a couple of minutes reflecting on the passage.  What is true of our 
God? What is He like?  What are the implications of who He is for you?  Begin to pray your 
reflections back to God.  “I thank you that you are …..”  Use the words of the Scriptures like 
the melody of a jazz tune to prompt your own words around its central theme.

1 Chronicles 29:10-13
Psalm 8:1-2
Isaiah 40:28
Job 42:2
Jeremiah 23:23-24
Malachi 3:6
Isaiah 6:3
Psalm 116:5-7
Psalm 103:8
Philippians 2:5-11
Colossians 1:15-20
Hebrews 1:1-4
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Thursday 
The Last Supper

Today’s readings are designed to be used in community with others around a meal.  Ideally, 
after everyone has gathered and talked a bit folks would sit to eat together.  It’s best if the 
meal is such that people are able to remain at the table and don’t have to get up to get 
seconds.  
As everyone takes their place at the table the host can provide a brief explanation of the 
evening.

Setting:  If possible it  is great to all be sitting at the same table. A simple meal, like soup, 
salad and bread, that can be served at the table is best.  On the table have 6 candles that can 
be lit after each reading.  Have the rest of the room as dark as is safe and leaves you able to 
see the readings.

Brief Explanation: Today is Maundy Thursday.  Maundy comes from the latin word for 
‘command’ and the Thursday of Holy Week is referred to as such because it’s the day Jesus 
commanded His disciples to love one another.  Jesus gave that command as he ate a meal 
with His disciples on the night in which he would be betrayed.  It was the final time they 
broke bread together before Jesus’ death.  As we break bread together tonight we want to 
listen and remember what Jesus taught at this final meal.  We will do that by reading through 
sections of John’s gospel.  I’ll start us after we have had a little time to get going with our 
meal.  Then, those who are comfortable reading can take turns reading a Scripture from the 
next section.  After each section is read the reader will light or extinguish a candle as 
indicated. Let me pray for our evening.

Prayer: Holy God, your Son Jesus came as a servant
to wash away our pride and feed us with the bread of life.
We praise you for inviting us
to serve one another without pride
to forgive one another as we have been forgiven,
and to feast at his table as members of one househould.
Be with us this night.
Bless this meal, quiet our hearts, open our eyes, fill us with holy wonder 
as we look to Jesus, our host, your servant, your Lord. Amen.
(feel free to pray something else this is just offered as an aid) 
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Time to eat and fellowship (10 minutes or so)
Reading #1

Nehemiah 9:6-8 “You are the LORD, you alone. You have made heaven, the heaven of 
heavens, with all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and 
you preserve all of them; and the host of heaven worships you. 7 You are the LORD, the God 
who chose Abram and brought him out of Ur of the Chaldeans and gave him the name 
Abraham. 8 You found his heart faithful before you, and made with him the covenant to give 
to his offspring the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite, 
and the Girgashite. And you have kept your promise, for you are righteous.

Light 1st candle

Reading #2

Genesis 22:1-13 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he 
said, “Here am I.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to 
the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I 
shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of 
his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and 
arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up 
his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with 
the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 6 And 
Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his 
hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his father 
Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the 
wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide for 
himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.

9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and 
laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 
10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the 
angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, 
“Here am I.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I 
know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 
And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a 
thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt 
offering instead of his son.

Light 2nd candle

FROM PALM SUNDAY TO EASTER - HOLY WEEK 2016 �21



Reading #3

Exodus 12:1-14 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall 
be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. 3 Tell all 
the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb 
according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household. 4 And if the household is too small 
for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of persons; 
according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. 5 Your lamb shall be 
without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats, 6 and 
you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the 
congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight.

7 “Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the 
houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with 
unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in 
water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts. 10 And you shall let none of it 
remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11 In this 
manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in 
your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord’s Passover. 12 For I will pass through 
the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man 
and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. 13 The blood 
shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass 
over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt.

14 “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the Lord; 
throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast.

Light 3rd candle

Reading #4

Jeremiah 31:31-34 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that I made 
with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the LORD. 33 For 
this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the 
LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their 
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God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and 
each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them 
to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their 
sin no more.”

Light 4th candle

Reading #5

John 1:29-34 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a 
man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but for 
this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John 
bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I 
myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on 
whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 
And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”

Light 5th candle
Reading #6

John 12:23b-30, 35b-36 23b “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Truly, 
truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if 
it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this 
world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where I 
am, there will My servant be also. If anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him. 

27 “Now is My soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for 
this purpose I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify Your name.” Then a voice came from 
heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd that stood there and 
heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to Him.” 30 Jesus 
answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not Mine. . . . 35b The light is among you for a 
little while longer. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one who 
walks in the darkness does not know where he is going. 36 While you have the light, believe 
in the light, that you may become sons of light.”

When Jesus had said these things, He departed and hid Himself from them.

Light final candle
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Reading # 7

Luke 22:14- 20 And when the hour came, He reclined at table, and the apostles with Him. 15 
And He said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 
16 For I tell you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17 And He took a 
cup, and when He had given thanks He said, “Take this, and divide it among yourselves. 18 
For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of 
God comes.” 19 And He took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it 
to them, saying, “This is My body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.” 20 
And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the 
new covenant in My blood.

John 13:1-17 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come 
to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he 
loved them to the end. 2 During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of 
Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 
things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going back to God, 4 rose 
from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5 
Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them 
with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 
“Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not 
understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You shall never 
wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 
Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus 
said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is 
completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was to 
betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.”

12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he 
said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, 
and you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also 
should do just as I have done to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than 
his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you know these 
things, blessed are you if you do them.
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Extinguish 1st Candle

Reading # 8

John 13:18-25 I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. But the Scripture 
will be fulfilled, ‘He who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.’ 19 I am telling you this 
now, before it takes place, that when it does take place you may believe that I am he. 20 Truly, 
truly, I say to you, whoever receives the one I send receives me, and whoever receives me 
receives the one who sent me.”

21 After saying these things, Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and testified, “Truly, truly, I say 
to you, one of you will betray me.” 22 The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom 
he spoke. 23 One of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was reclining at table at Jesus' side, 
24]so Simon Peter motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. 25 So that 
disciple, leaning back against Jesus, said to him, “Lord, who is it?”

Extinguish 2nd Candle
Reading # 9

John 13:26-30 Jesus answered, “It is he to whom I will give this morsel of bread when I have 
dipped it.” So when he had dipped the morsel, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 
27 Then after he had taken the morsel, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “What you 
are going to do, do quickly.” 28 Now no one at the table knew why he said this to him. 29 
Some thought that, because Judas had the moneybag, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we 
need for the feast,” or that he should give something to the poor. 30 So, after receiving the 
morsel of bread, he immediately went out. And it was night.

Extinguish 3rd Candle

Reading # 10

John 13:31-35 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God 
is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and 
glorify him at once. 33 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and 
just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ 34 A 
new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you 
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also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another.”

John 13:36-38 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, 
“Where I am going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward.” 37 Peter said 
to him, “Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 38 Jesus 
answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster will not 
crow till you have denied me three times.

Extinguish 4th Candle

Reading # 11

Matthew 26:36-46 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to 
his disciples, “Sit here, while I go over there and pray.” 37 And taking with him Peter and the 
two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My 
soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.” 39 And going a little 
farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass 
from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 40 And he came to the disciples and 
found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour? 41 
Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the 
flesh is weak.” 42 Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this 
cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 43 And again he came and found them 
sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44 So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for 
the third time, saying the same words again. 45 Then he came to the disciples and said to 
them, “Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is 
betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.”

Extinguish 5th Candle

Reading # 12

Matthew 26:47-56 While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a 
great crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48 
Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; seize him.” 
49 And he came up to Jesus at once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 50 Jesus 
said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus 
and seized him. 51 And behold, one of those who were with Jesus stretched out his hand and 
drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. 52 Then Jesus 
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said to him, “Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword will perish by the 
sword. 53 Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more 
than twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must 
be so?” 55 At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out as against a robber, 
with swords and clubs to capture me? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did 
not seize me. 56 But all this has taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be 
fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left him and fled.

Extinguish 6th Candle

Silent Reflection

Have a season of silent reflection that you close by praying together the Lord’s Prayer and 
singing the Gloria Patri

 Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.
Forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, 
and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

A Hymn

For audio of this hymn, visit:
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/1309853/Gloria%20Patri_bruce.mp3

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
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Good Friday  
The Crucifixion 
Join us for a 6:30 p.m. service at Redeemer 

Reflection    by Michael Gordon

Good Friday moves quickly through events that seem anything but good.  Judas betrays 
Jesus with a kiss.  Peter betrays him with a denial.  Passed back and forth between the Jews 
and Romans, Jesus is condemned in an unjust trial as not only the disciples but the crowds 
alsoturn on him.  He is beaten to the place that his internal organs are likely exposed.  A 
crown of throwns presses into the brow of His spittle covered face.  Roman soldiers drive 
spikes through flesh and bone as the Christ is hoisted up on a barren piece of wood.  All the 
while, those who watch laugh, mock, and declare Jesus to be a phoney and a fraud.

For the fist 3 hours, Jesus is under the judgment of men, the sun still shines.  At the sixth 
hour, high noon, everything goes dark.  It’s not an eclipse.  It’s not a coincidence.  It’s an Old 
Testament mark of God’s judgement, a darkness that Moses says “can be felt.”  Darkness 
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Matthew 27:1-55 (Focus on 45-54 printed below)
45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. 
46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47 And some 
of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” 48 And one of them at 
once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to 
him to drink. 49 But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save 
him.” 50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. 

51 And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the 
earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs also were opened. And many bodies 
of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, 53 and coming out of the tombs after his 
resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. 54 When the centurion 
and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what 
took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!” 



covered the land before God killed pharaoh’s first born to rescue Israel from Egypt.  Darkness 
again covers the land as the Father pours out Judgement upon his firstborn Son to rescue his 
people from slavery and bondage to sin.

At the ninth hour, or 3 p.m., the time of sacrifice in the temple, Jesus cries out “My God My 
God why have you forsaken me?”  He has become the sacrifice and cries out in more than 
physical pain.  It’s a cry of ultimate suffering.  The Father, who the prophet tells us is so holy 
he cannot look on sin, has, so to speak, turned his back on His son Jesus who “became sin” 
for us on the cross.  Forsaken by the crowds, forsaken by his friends, and now forsaken by 
His father, Jesus cries out in the darkness of judgement, that greets him is silence. As one 
author writes, for “the first time - and the last time “ Jesus speaks and “absolutely nothing 
happens.”

The closer you are to someone and the longer you’ve known them, the more it hurts if they 
forsake you.  If an acquaintance leaves you it’s sort of sad.  But if your best friend betrays you 
the hurt is much deeper.  What was it like for the Son of God who had known uninterrupted, 
delighting joyful intimacy with the Father and the Spirit, forever, to be forsaken?  

In the hours Jesus hung upon the cross, enduring all the pains of hell, it wasn’t merely as an 
example of vulnerable love.  His agony wasn’t abstract and theoretical. It was real and 
concretely connected to all the specific moments of OUR sin and rebellion against our creator.    
Jesus is becoming each and every thought, word, and deed of our sin and in humble love 
submitting to the just judgment it deserves.

When he breathes his last, a Roman centurion and the curtain of the Jewish temple bear 
witness.  “Truly this man was the Son of God” whose death ripped in two the dividing 
curtain between the place of God’s presence and the worshipper who drew near.  

Here is the ‘Good’ of Good Friday.  Jesus was forsaken that we might draw near.

A Prayer

King of glory, 
We adore your, our Savior and Lord.
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You suffered on the cross
and gave your life as a ransom for many.
We bless and thank you for the outpouring of your love.

A Hymn

For audio of this hymn, visit:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FhvXOIVsRv4&index=29&list=PLB0F78E0B1077EE4F

When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died
My richest gain I count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride

Forbid it Lord that I should boast
Save in the death of Christ my God
All the vain things that charm me most
I sacrifice them to His blood

See from His head His hands His feet
Sorrow and love flow mingled down
Did ever such love and sorrow meet
Or thorns compose so rich a crown

Were the whole realm of nature mine
That were a present (an offering) far too small
Love so amazing so divine
Demands my soul my life my all
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Holy Saturday 
A Body is buried

Reflection by Chris Talley4

Consider reading this in the dark with a single candle.

It's Holy Saturday. Jesus has been laid to rest in the tomb. Take this sober and somber thought 
in slowly and deeply: "Jesus is dead. Jesus is dead. Think of a world where Jesus is dead."

A few years ago, I had the opportunity to go on a retreat of silence to the Abbey of 
Gethsemane. I went alone. I also went during the week; a Monday through a Friday. Though 
it was really good for me, it was one of the hardest things I have ever done. Being that silent 
and that still and that quiet for that long was difficult. It felt in some ways like a death. I did 

 Associate Pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian, Knoxville, TN4
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Matthew 27:57-66
57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who 
also was a disciple of Jesus. 58 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then 
Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59 And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a 
clean linen shroud 60 and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. 
And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. 61 Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb. 

62 Next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees 
gathered before Pilate 63 and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he 
was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise.’ 64 Therefore order the tomb to be made 
secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and tell the people, 
‘He has risen from the dead,’ and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” 65 Pilate 
said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.” 66 So 
they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard. 



not realize how much I loved to be busy. I found myself craving noise and distraction. I came 
to see in a new way how actually scared I was of being alone.

Death has a similar effect. In its face, we are stripped naked. In its shadow, our busyness and 
noise are muted. And we find ourselves alone. Terribly alone. Terribly powerless.

And this is why we need Holy Saturday. On this day, we live in a world in which Jesus is 
dead. The tomb is an important part of the gospel. We believe 'he was buried' for us. There is 
no other place more daunting, more terrifying than death. It is the great and final enemy .

And yet there is Jesus. Laid to rest. Buried. Lifeless. Dead. On this Holy Saturday we have 
one has gone ahead of us into the darkness of death. And so we remember Tom Wright's 
words — "We cannot be Easter people if we are not first Good Friday people and then Holy 
Saturday people. Don't expect even a still, small voice. Stay still yourself, and let the 
quietness and darkness of the day be your only companions.”

A Prayer

O God, Creator of heaven and earth: Grant that, as the crucified body of your dear Son was 
laid in the tomb and rested on this holy Sabbath, so we may await with him the coming of the 
third day, and rise with him to newness of life; who now lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.

A Hymn

For audio of this hymn, visit:
http://www.byfor.org/files/here_in_between.mp3

Here in between the death and life
Of broken God and risen Christ
We watch and wait, we kneel and pray
For hope to breathe at break of day
The temple torn by sacrifice
How can this be the way?

The Son of God nailed to a tree
This is not how we thought it'd be
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Your condemnation makes no sense
An act of hate and violence
We broke the bread and spilled the wine
How can this be the way?

Within this day of Sabbath rest-
A gift to those whom you have blessed-
Your peace transforms our hearts content
In this already and not yet
In stillness beats the drum of life
How can this be the way?

Your never-ending sovereignty
Still flickers with eternity
It brightens fading eventide
The gospel hums of mercy wide
Oh Lord of Life, open Your eyes
You are the only way.
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Easter Sunday 
Christ is risen!

Reflection by John Chrysostom

John Chrysostom  (349-407) was a 4th century church father who served as the archbishop of 
Constantinople.  Chrysostom means “golden mouthed” and it was his considerable 
eloquence that lead to his name.  One of the greatest preachers the church has ever known, 
his ‘Easter Homily,’ a portion of which we read each Easter morning at Redeemer, is below.  
Let it guide you into joyful celebration of the risen Christ!

“If anyone is devout and a lover of God, let them enjoy this beautiful and radiant festival.
If anyone is a grateful servant, let them, rejoicing, enter into the joy of his Lord.

If anyone has wearied themselves in fasting, let them now receive recompense.
If anyone has labored from the first hour, let them today receive the just reward.

If anyone has come at the third hour, with thanksgiving let them feast.
If anyone has arrived at the sixth hour, let them have no misgivings; for they 
shall suffer no loss.

If anyone has delayed until the ninth hour, let them draw near without 
hesitation.
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Mark 16:1-8
1 When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and 
Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2 And very early on the 
first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 And they were 
saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the 
tomb?” 4 And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it was very 
large. 5 And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, 
dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. 6 And he said to them, “Do not be 
alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. 
See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going 
before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.” 8 And they went out 
and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized them, and they said 
nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.



If anyone has arrived even at the eleventh hour, let them not fear 
on account of tardiness.

For the Master is gracious and receives the last even as the first; He gives rest to him that 
comes at the eleventh hour, just as to him who has labored from the first.

He has mercy upon the last and cares for the first; to the one He gives, and to the other 
He is gracious.

He both honors the work and praises the intention.
Enter all of you, therefore, into the joy of our Lord, and, whether first or last, receive your 
reward.

O rich and poor, one with another, dance for joy!
O you ascetics and you negligent, celebrate the day!

You that have fasted and you that have disregarded the fast, rejoice today!
The table is rich-laden: feast royally, all of you!

The calf is fatted: let no one go forth hungry!

Let all partake of the feast of faith. Let all receive the riches of goodness.
Let no one lament their poverty, for the universal kingdom has been revealed.

Let no one mourn their transgressions, for pardon has dawned from the grave.
Let no one fear death, for the Saviour's death has set us free.

He that was taken by death has annihilated it!
He descended into Hades and took Hades captive!

He angered it when it tasted His flesh! And anticipating this, Isaiah 
exclaimed: “You, O Hades have been angered by encountering him below.” 

It was angered, for it was abolished!
It was angered,, for it was mocked!

It was angered, for it was purged!
It was angered, for it was despoiled!

It was angered, for it was bound in chains!

It took a body and lo it discovered God!
It took earth and, behold, it encountered Ηeaven!

It took what it saw, but crumbled before what it had not seen!

O death, where is thy sting?
O Hades, where is thy victory?
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Christ is risen, and you are overthrown!
Christ is risen, and the demons are fallen!

Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice!
Christ is risen, and life reigns!

Christ is risen, and not one dead remains in a tomb!

For Christ, being raised from the dead, has become the first-fruits of them that have slept.
To Him be glory and might unto the ages of ages.

Amen.”

A Prayer

Glory to you, O God:
On this day you won victory over death, 
raising Jesus from the grave  
and giving us eternal life.
Glory to you O Christ:
For us and for our salvation you overcame death 
and opened the gate to everlasting life.  
Glory to you, O Holy Spirit: 
You lead us into the truth. 
Glory to you, O blessed Trinity, 
now and forever. Amen.  5

 
A Hymn

For audio of this hymn, visit:
Here

1. Christ, the Lord, is risen today, Alleluia! 
Sons of men and angels say, Alleluia! 
Raise your voice and triumphs high, Alleluia! 
Sing, ye heavens, and earth, reply, Alleluia!

2. Vain the stone, the watch, the seal, Alleluia! 
Christ has burst the gates of hell, Alleluia! 
Death in vain forbids His rise, Alleluia! 
Christ has opened Paradise, Alleluia!

 taken from the Worship Source Book pg 6365
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3. Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! 
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 
Once He died, our souls to save, Alleluia! 
Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia!

4. Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 
Following our exalted Head, Alleluia! 
Made like Him, like Him we rise, Alleluia! 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!

5. Hail, the Lord of earth and heaven! Alleluia! 
Praise to Thee by both be given, Alleluia! 
Thee we greet triumphant now, Alleluia! 
Hail, the Resurrection, thou! Alleluia!

Public Domain
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